
April 2, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
I hope you are all well.  It’s hard to believe we are in April already.  
 
I wanted to share some information with you regarding the Governor’s executive orders, school 
budget, spring recess, grading, technology, and a survey through the Office of Children and 
Family Services.   
 
Governor’s Executive Order  
Over the weekend, Governor Cuomo has directed all schools in New York State to provide 
meals, childcare, and remote instruction for students every weekday between April 1 and April 
14 even if the district is scheduled to be on Spring Break during that time.  We will be 
continuing our “Grab and Go” meal program that is housed at our high school, childcare 
program through SCOPE that is housed at Stewart School, and continuing our remote learning 
through activities and projects.   
 
In addition to this, the Governor has also directed that any school board, library board, or 
village election scheduled to take place in April or May of 2020 will be postponed until at least 
June 1, 2020, and subject to further directive as to the timing, location or manner of voting for 
such elections.  We are in the process of developing a new budget calendar, which will be 
shared with our community.  We do have a Board of Education work session scheduled for April 
7th where we were scheduled to present on Instruction part II, which included Special 
Education, Athletics, and Technology.  This presentation will take place at a later 
time.   However, we will have our BOE meeting on April 7th.  Again, this meeting will be a virtual 
meeting and information will be posted on our website.  
 
Athletics  
Since school has been closed, the Athletics Department is prepared to start the Spring season 
on the first day that we are allowed. During this closure, our sports team try-outs, practices, 
training sessions, and team gatherings are suspended. Consistent with the District-wide school 
closure goal and CDC guidelines regarding social distancing, student-athletes should not 
participate in practices or other team get-togethers during this period. For this purpose, all 
fields will continue to remain closed.  
 
Grading During Remote Learning 
Our secondary teachers will provide a 3rd quarter grade for students considering any exams, 
projects, presentations, participation, or other work completed prior to our school closure on 
Monday March 16, 2020 for full year and semester courses.  
  
During 3rd quarter remote learning period, teachers are utilizing students completed work if it 
only benefits the student's 3rd quarter average.  
  



Implementing a no harm approach allows us to consider the needs of all students, as well as 
recognize the uniqueness of the current situation.  
  
Details about the third trimester for grades K-5 and the fourth quarter for middle school and 
high school will be forthcoming from the district as we learn more on the duration of our school 
closure.  Please know that we are prepared to move to a Pass/Fail system if we have a 
prolonged school closure.  
If you have any questions regarding grading, please do not hesitate to reach out to your 
building administrator.  
 
Technology  
Internet Connection – Nassau BOCES has coordinated with Altice to provide Internet 
connectivity for those students who need it at home.  Please 
contact GCschools@gcufsd.net immediately if you do not have Internet connectivity at 
home.  There is a weekly deadline every Friday at 1:00 p.m. to submit device information to 
Altice.  Once we receive a request and obtain specific   device information, parents will need 
to coordinate with Altice to schedule a technician to come to the house and establish Internet 
connectivity.  
 
Devices - We have reached out to our Garden City families with 3 or more school age 
children regarding their device needs.  We have been providing a device to such families as 
sharing amongst three or more children can be a challenge.  If there are other extenuating 
circumstances and you need a device, reach out to GCschools@gcufsd.net.   
 
Survey  
We have been asked to send a survey on behalf of the Office of Children and Family Services on 
childcare needs.  Please take a few minutes to complete this survey – link below.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3HSNNYJ   
 
Send a Kind Note Day 
With today being our Send a Kind Note Day for our district, I would like to thank all of you for 
being a partner in educating your child(ren) in this new way, remotely, which can be 
challenging.  Thank you for your patience, support and commitment to our Garden City School 
Community. Most of all, thank you to our amazing students for their perseverance and hard 
work during this time. 
 

Finally, I saw an article in Newsday this week on a letter-writing campaign to show appreciation 
for first responders, health care workers, which you may want to share with your children 
today.  

https://www.newsday.com/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-letters-first-responders-
health-workers-1.43549888 

Again, thank you and be well and safe. 



Sincerely, 
Kusum  
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
  
 


